A 5.4   Internal regulations – example 

	
	Topic
	Regulation

	At farm level
	

	1) 
	Training and meetings 
	Attend introductory training on organic coffee production and ICS. Participate in at least 3 out of 5 group meetings.

	2) 
	Documentation
	Keep farm diary up to date. Keep receipts of purchased inputs.

	3) 
	Hired labour
	Fair treatment and payment of hired labour; no exploitative utilisation of children as labour (schooling needs to be ensured).

	4) 
	No “parallel production” 
	No conventional coffee production in the entire farm managed by the signatory.

	5) 
	Animal husbandry 
	Apply sufficient bedding material in sheds, maintain hygiene. No brutality against animals, no preventive use of antibiotics, no growth hormones. Collect farm yard manure and protect it from rain and direct sun.

	6) 
	Biodiversity 
	Encourage mixed cropping, integrate indigenous trees in the farm, protect natural habitats.

	7) 
	Management of wastes 
	No environmentally hazardous materials thrown in the fields (e.g. plastics, batteries); no use of night soil unless fully decomposed.

	Management of organic plots
	

	8) 
	History of plots
	At least 3 years since the last application of chemical fertilizer or pesticides; otherwise product needs to be sold as in-conversion or conventional.

	9) 
	Organic management of entire plot
	All crops in the organic plots need to be managed organically; no application of chemical inputs and use of GMO seeds (including intercrops of coffee).

	10) 
	Isolation of organic plots 
	Sufficient distance (5m) or buffer zone (hedge etc. of min. 3m) to conventional plots that are treated with pesticides. Ensure that no irrigation water from fields where chemical fertilizer or pesticides are applied enters the organic plot.

	11) 
	Soil and water conservation 
	Implement measures to prevent soil erosion, to increase infiltration and to preserve soil moisture (e.g. terracing, bunds, contour planting, cover crops, mulching).

	12) 
	Crop rotation
	Sufficient rotation of intercrops in young plantations; sufficient rotation among organic annual crops; at least one legume crop in three years.

	13) 
	Seedlings and seeds 
	Only seeds and seedlings originating from organic farms or nurseries to be used; if not available, conventional but untreated seeds and seedlings may be used. 

	14) 
	Nutrient management
	Recycling of organic material through composting and/or mulching, no burning of crop residues. Use of organic manures prepared on the farm (e.g. FYM, compost, liquid fertilizer); no use of any chemical fertiliser. Use external fertilizers only if listed in Approved materials list or with permission of internal inspector.

	15) 
	Management of pests, diseases and weeds 
	Use preventive measures in order to avoid strong infestations with pests and diseases (phyto-sanitary measures, rotation and intercropping, use of repellents, traps); no use of chemical pesticides or herbicides. Use pest management inputs only if listed in Approved materials list or with permission of internal inspector.

	Coffee quality management
	

	16) 
	Shade trees 
	In coffee plantations, sufficient shade trees need to be planted (ideally 50% shading, min. 25% shading).

	17) 
	Coffee pruning and density 
	Regular pruning and de-topping of coffee trees; avoid dense population of trees which invites diseases and affects quality of coffee (max. 125 trees/ropani).

	18) 
	Harvest 
	Only supply ripe cherries which are not damaged; first and last coffee picking not delivered to pulping centre. Use clean bags or vessels for picking; delivery of coffee cherries to the pulping centre on the same day.


