A 6.1   Marketing tools

Product description sheet - example of cotton from Burkina Faso

	Product
	[image: image1.emf]Cotton fibre 

(organic, Fair Trade) 



	Provenience
	Burkina Faso (West-Africa)

	Supplier
	UNPCB - Union Nationale des Producteurs de Coton du Burkina

(Farmer cooperative, established 1998)

	Product specification
	Fibre length: 
27 - 32 mm

Micronnaire: 
3.5 – 4.8

Packaging:
bales of 210 kg (+/- 10 kg)

	Certificates
	Organic: EU (since 2004) and NOP (since 2008), certification by Certisys (Belgium), certificate holder: UNPCB

Fair trade: FLO-Cert (since 2005), Certificate holder: UNPCB

	Quantities for sale
	2009: ca.950 tons; 2010: ca. 500 tons

	Availability
	immediately (volumes in stock): 500 tons

2009 harvest: shipping from January 2010 onwards

	Processing
	Ginning (saw gins) by Fasocoton and Sofitex

	Quality management
	At farm level: Quality management in harvest and post-harvest handling, integrated in extension and internal control system. Monitoring by trained technical staff of UNPCB and lead farmers. Systematic GMO testing of seeds.

At ginning level: Quality control at delivery of raw cotton. Quality management system of Fasocoton and Sofitex. Systematic GMO testing of cotton fibre.

	Export / Shipping
	Export handling: UNPCB (since 2007, for EU and US markets)

Port of exportation: Abidjan (Ivory Coast) or other West-African port

Shipping containers: 20 or 40 feet, i.e. 10-12 tons or 20-24 tons
Treatment: none

	Price setting
	Based on FLO minimum price for organic-Fair Trade seed cotton, incl. Fair Trade premium.

Specific offers for cotton fibre (FOB shipping port) depend on volumes, quality and pre-finance arrangements.

	Contact
	UNPCB - Union Nationale des Producteurs de Coton du Burkina

M Georges Guebré (programme officer) 

02 BP 1677, Bobo Dioulasso, Burkina Faso

Tel.: 00226 76 57 23 29

e-mail: gguebre@yahoo.fr

web-site: www.unpcb.org


A template is available on www.organiccotton.org --> library --> Product description sheet template
